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circumvallation to the south to cut off the
garrison from the French army. While Marl-
borough bombarded Bouchain, Villars bombarded
Marlborough's siege army. But by September 12
the siege was successful at the cost of some 4,000
casualties and the garrison obliged to surrender
as prisoners of war.

This proved to be Marlborough's last military
achievement. He tried to persuade the Home
Government to support him in the siege of Le
Quesnoy and to allow his men to winter in the
field in preparation for an early start in 1712,
instead of going into their usual winter quarters.
But Harley and St. John were now, virtually
unknown to Maryborough, deeply committed in
the peace negotiations. They withheld supplies
and sent Marlborough a " bamboozling " letter.
On this minor key ended Marlborough's splendid
military career. The Duke was personally proud
of the 1711 campaign and had more tapestries
(which now hang in Blenheim Palace) made in
commemoration of it than of any other campaign.
He had finally refuted the silly but popular
story that he could do nothing without Prince
Eugene and had penetrated the strong French
defensive lines and taken an important fortress
in the teeth of a superior French army com-
manded by the best French general.

Nevertheless, Marlborough's military record
would have been even finer if it had ended in
1708 and peace had been concluded in 1709.
For since 1708, although the French frontier,
was crossed and the last raw French army in
the field, the Allies, with their veteran soldiers